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In the course of a conversation at lunch today, Fritz Caspar!, 
Briti3h dealc officer in the Foreign Office, made the following 
strictly off-tho-reoord comments! 

1» The Chancellor was becoming more and more difficult. In 
spite of his continuing vigor, he la in faot an old man, full of 
prejudices, and completely unwilling to accept new ideas. He is 
rigid and inflexible in his approach. Anticipating difficulties 
with the Chanoollor in formulating substantive positions for the 
London visit, April 16-10, Cu3pari has agreed with Ambassador von 
Herwarth that the latter should return to Bonn next week to assist. 

2. Caapari did not understand why the Government decided to 
request Bundestag approval for the equipping of the Bundeswehr with 
atomic weapons at thiB time (last week's Bundestag debate). He 
thought this had been a mistake. Ho asked if this had been the re- 
sult of American pressure. I said we had nothing to do with the 
Bundestag debate. He then said he thought this issue cut very deep, , 
and was regarded as a decisive one by many Germans. Some of the sconos 
during the debate reminded him of debates which took place during the 
latter years of the Weimar Republic. He of course did not think the 
same consequences would follow. But there was real hate between 
many members in the Bundestag. He and many people he knows outside 
the Foreign Office were most unhappy that the Government had pressed 
this issue at this time, Ci'i^&i, '"u . 

5# Caspari deplored the "blank check" which the Chancellor had 
given Pirjau with respect to North Africa during last week's'; vi^t. 
The Foreign Office experts had not agreed with thio, believing ifcfre 
Federal Republic can exert a useful influence on the French <ajidkjia3 
an independent role to play in North Africa and the Near Eas£. Ooeker, 
responsible for French affairs in the Foreign ^Offiice had beeauvery 
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muoh against unqualified support for the Fronoh. (Booker hud ulno 
not wanted to have his Western Europoan ooatlon movad undor Carutono 
In the present Foreign Office reorganization. Oaratenu will bo tha 
dlrootor responsible for European and integration affuirs, and 
Bookor fears Carotona will bond to emphasize the importunes of no 
disagreements with the French in the Interest of European integration. 

4. Brentano had made decisions about the Foreign Offioo reor- 
ganization "to get things back into hia own handa," Unfortunately, 
he did not conoult some of hia technical, administrative pooplo bo- 
forehand. Foreign Office officials are now Buffering an a result. 
The basic trouble is there are not enough budgeted pouts to go 
around. For examplo, Knoko has boon told he would go to Moscow an 
no. 2 man but not get the salary which goes with this position, 
Caspari may be transferred to London. But he cannot go until von 
Braun vacates the position. Von Braun cannot leave until I.Iohr de- 
parts for Switzerland. But the present Ambassador in Switzerland 
doesn't want to be rushed. This seems to be typioal. Caspari 
asked von Marchtaler this morning if the latter would still be his 
boss next Tuesday, after the Easter holiday. Von Marchtaler did not 
know, and said he had been unable to. find out. (This is reported 
merely to illustrate the current situation in the Foreign Office.) 



For the Ambassador 
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William R. Tyler 
Counselor of Embassy 
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